01 an introduction to ancient greek language:

we shall attempt to introduce this language in an oversimplified manner.

in this introductory coverage, we shall attempt to make a comparison with modern greek and/or latin,
whenever feasible.

Nouns: in gender they have 3 which are masculine, feminine and neuter (similar to modern greek and
latin). in number, they have 3 which are singular plural and dual (modern greek and latin do not have
the dual, but arabic has it). nouns declined similar to latin and have 3 different groups (while latin has
five and modern greek nouns are first divided into masculine, feminine and neuter before being
declined).

with regards to verbs, the have 3 singular persons, 3 plural and 2 dual (as mentioned before this dual
issue does not exist neither in latin nor modern greek).
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Th ancient greek alphabet has 24 letters of which there are seven vowels, vowels can be short or long,
open or close. vowels and diphthongs can be hard or soft (breathing) when they fall in the beginning
of the word. there are 8 diphthongs and 3 imperfect diphthongs. there are 3 classes of consonants which
are mutes (silent consonants) i.e. cannot be pronounced without a vowel, semivowels which can be
pronounced without a vowel and double consonants. there are 3 accents (in modern greek there is only
one, while in french there are the same three accents). they were invented by grammarians at about 200
BC.

fyi: modern greek debut was in the eleventh century.
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TO EAMANVIKO aA@afnTo:

a (short as in mat or long as in hate), 3 (b), y (hard as in get), § (d), € (always short as in met),  (z), n
(always long as the first e in here), 0 (th), 1 (short as in sit or long as in bite), k (k), A (1), p (m), v (n), §
(x, pronounced xi), o, (short as in spot) 1 (p), p (r), o (s) 1} g (at the end od the word), T (t), v (generally
long as in tune, sometimes short as in hut), ¢ ((pf), x (kh), ¢ (ps), ® (long as in tone). A, €, n, 0 and ®
are called open vowels while 1 and v are closed vowels.

the 8 diphthongs (8ipBoyyot - double sounding) are: ou (like ai in aisle), av (au in taught), et (ei in
height), €v (eu in feudal), o1 (0i in oil), ov (ou in sound), nu (eu in feudal), vt (wi in wine), which are
formed by a combination of an open vowel with a closed one with 1 exception which is the last one. the
3 imperfect (improper) diphthongs are formed by union of a, n, ® with 1 that is written beneath the
vowel and is called Iota subscript. the pronounciation of ancien greek diphthongs differs than the
modern greek ones. the modern greek diphthongs are: €1, o, a1, ov.
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Consonants:

the double consonts are: & (k + 0), U ( + 6) & (6 + 0). the simple consonants can be divided into
labials (m, B, @, p), palatals (k, A, x) and linguals (t, 6, 8, 0, A, v & p). by another classification, they are
divided into semivowels and mutes. the semivowels are A, 1, v, p, 0. nasal y they are subclassified into
liquids (A, p, v, p), nasals (j, v, nasal y) and spirant (o). the mutes are of 3 orders: smooth (m, k, 1),
middld mute (f3, y, §) and rough mute (o, x, 8). they also correspond to the following classes: labial
mutes (1, 3, @), palatal mutes (x, y, X), lingual mutes(t, 6, 0).



fyi: the ionic greek alphabet was first introduced officialy in Athens in 403 BC.
the only consonants which can end a greek word are: v, p, ¢, if others are left at the end of a word, they
are dropped.
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Euphony of vowels:

a succession of 2 vowels (not forming a diphthong) apparently was in general displeasing to the
Athenians. collision of vowels was avoided through the following techniques: contraction (when it
happens in the middle of a word) and when it happens between 2 words (hiatus), it was avoided by any
of the following: crasis, elision, aphaeresis or adding a movable consonant to the former word. crasis
means mixture, when a vowel or diphthong appears at the end of the word, it may be contracted with
the one at the beginning of the following word. elision is the action of dropping a final vowel i a word
when the next word begins with a vowel. an apostrophe marks the omission. aphaeresis which means
taking off happens when a short vowel at the beginning of the word is dropped after a long vowel or a
diphthong at the end of the preceding word.. movable consonants. example for a movable cobsonant is
v, generally it is added to the word ending in a vowel (example €) when the next word begins with a
vowel.
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indefinite article declension: in ancient greek, the definite article has gender (masc., fem. & neuter), has
number (sing., dual & plural) and has case for each gender/number combination (nominative,
accusative, genitive & dative).

1) nominative case:

1-1) singular: o, n (aspired,rough breathing), 10

1-2) plural: o, o, T6.

1-3) dual: 10, 10, 0.

2) accusative case:

2-1) tdv, v, T0.

2-2) 100G, TAG, Th

2-3) 10, T0, TO.

3) genitive case:

3-1) tou, g, Tov (the v & n have the circumflex accent)

3-2) v, TeV, ToV (the ® has the circumflex accent).

3-3) touv, Towv, towv (the i has the circumflex accent).

4) dative case:

4-1) 1w, ), T (the ® & n have the circumflex accent and the iota subscript beneath the character).
4-2) 1o1g, tang, To1g (the 1 has the circumflex accent).

4-3) towv, Tov, totv (the 1 has the circumflex accent).

In modern greek:

0d10Tiko apBpo/definite article
o, n, 10, 0L, OL, TX

10 (v), 1T (V), TO, TOVG, TIG, T
TOU, TIG, TOV, TV

aopioto apBpo/indefinite article
évag, pia, Eva



éva (v), pia, éva
EVOG, UG, EVOG

nouns' declension:

when it comes to the declension of nouns, nouns are divided into 3 groups, stem ending in a, stems
ending in o and stems ending in one of the following: consonant, vowels (1, v, 0, ®) or diphthongs (aw,
€v, ov). on the other hand, the latin nouns are divided into 5 groups: a-declension, o-declension,
consonant declension, u-declension and e-declension.
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a-declension: are either feminines or masculines:
examples:

for feminine nouns: stem: ywpa, PIAlQ, YA®GOQ, TIHA.

nom: sing /plural/dual: x®pa/xwpav/xopa, GAic/@AMaV/@IAa, YAOGoo/YA@ooaUyAwaod,
TR/ Tipat/nipa.

acc: YOpav/Xapag/Xapd, EIALaV/@AIXG/@IALY, YA@GTaV/YAOCOAG/YADCTN, TIHNV/TIHOG/ TIHA.

gen: YOPOG/X®pwV/X®paty, OIAIAG/@IAV/@LAlay, YA®GONG/YA®OO®V/YADCCALY, TIUNG/ TIHOV/TIHOY
dat: yopa/xapoig/xmpatv, @Aio/@iiiong/@iiioty, yAdoon/YA®Ooog/YAOGGALY, TIUT/TIHALG.

VOC: XQpa/xopavxapa, eAa/eiliar/eiiia, yAwooa/yAwooar/yAoooa, TR/ Tipal/Tipa

for masc. nouns:
nom.: veaviag/veaviavveavia, moAitng/moArtav/moMTa.

acc.: veaviav/veaviag/veavia, moAitnv/moAitag/moAita.
gen.: veaviov/veaviov/veavioiv, ToAitov/moAtTwv/moAlToy.
dat.: veavia/veaviong/veaviotv, moAitn/moArtong/moAitony.
VOC.: VEQVIO/VEQVIAUVEQVIA, TIOAITO/TTOATOU/TIOALTA.

Note: not all signs are shown, like accents, breathing or iota-subscript, as the modern greek keyboard
lack such signs.

in modern greek, the endings are function of the noun in the nominative singular. example endings
are a, 1 (fem) ko1 ag, ng (masc.).

a, £
nominative, sing.: Tafépva
nominative, plural: tafépveg
accusative, sing.: Tafépva
accusative, plural: Tafépveg
genitive, sing.: Tafépvag
genitive, plural: Tafepvov
vocative, sing: Tafépva
vocative, plural: tafépveg

n, &

nominative, sing.: yroxn
nominative, plural: yuyég



accusative, sing.: yroxn
accusative, plural: Yoyég
genitive, sing.: Yyoxng

genitive, plural: yroycwv

vocative, sing: yoyn

vocative, plural: Yoyég

ag, £

nominative, sing.: o avatnpag
nominative, plural: o1 avamtnpeg
accusative, sing.: Tov avartnpa
accusative, plural: Tovg avamtpeg
genitive, sing.: Tov avamtnpa
genitive, plural: Twv avantpov
vocative, sing: anartnpa,
vocative, plural: avamtipeg

ns, &

nominative, sing.: vTOAoyLoTIG
nominative, plural: voAoyiotég
accusative, sing.:vmoloyiotn
accusative, plural: vtodoyi1otég
genitive, sing.: vroAoylotn
genitive, plural: vtoAoyiotdv
vocative, sing.: vroAoyloTn
vocative, plural: vtoAoyiotég

in latin the a-declension nouns are feminine with few exceptions, there are some similarity in the
endings' sounds with ancient greek.
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the second declension or the o-declension:

these nouns could be masculine or neuter with few feminine ones. the masculine nouns could be
equivalent to those ending in og in the nominative singular in modern greek. a few feminine nouns in
modern greek (like 080¢) also come from this group. in modern greek, the neuter nouns ending in o
also were originated from this group, for example dwpo, vocog.

for masculine nouns:
nom.: avBdwmnog/avBpunov/aviponw.

acc: avBpwnov/avBpamoug/avlpana.
gen: avOpomov/avOponwv/avBponoty.
dat: avBponw/avipwnoig/avipamrotv
voc: avBpwne/avBpwmov/avipon.

for neuter nouns:
nom: 8wpov/6wpa/dnpw.



acc: Swpov/dwpa/dapn.
gen: Pov/dwpwVv/Shpory.
dat: Spw/dwpoig/dwporv.
voc: Swpov/Swpa/dwpw.

note: we are not going to cover the attic second declension here.
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the stem of the third declension nouns may end in consonants, vowels or diphthongs. the nouns could
be masculine, feminine or neuter. the neuter nouns' stems may end in a consonant or in v. the masculine
and feminine nouns may end in any of the guttural or labial mutes (x, y, X, T, B ¢), dental mutes (t, § 8),
avt, ovt, liquid (A,p), nasal v, o, vowels (1, v), diphthongs (v, av, ov), vowels (0, ®).

examples:

1) stems in x, y, X, T, 3, @:

(puAak, paaoTtiy, ovuy, EAEp:

nom: o/n EVAAE/EVAXKES/SVAOKE, N HAOTIE/HAOTIYEG/ HAOTLYE, O OVUE/OVUXEG/OVUYXE, |
QAEY/QAEBEg/PAEPE.

acc: QUAAKO/POAXKAG/POAXKE, PACTIYO/LACTIYOG/ HAOTLYE, OVUXO/OVUXOG/OVUXE, GAEBa/PAEBac/QAEPE.
gen: @UAOKOG/PLAGKWV/PLAGAOLV, HAOTIYOC/ HAOTIYWV/ OO TIYOlV, OVUXOG/OVUX®V/OVUXOLY,
QAeOc/pAePwv/pAeorv

dat: @UAAKVQOAXEIV/QUAGKOLY, HACTIYVPAOTIEV/ RO TIYO1V, OVUXL/OVLELV/OVDXO0LY,
QAeBl/Aeyiv/oAeov.

VOC: same as nominative.

2) stems ending on T, § 6:

Aapmad, epid, matpid:

nom: n AapTAG/ Aapnadeg/Aapunade, N epig/eprdeg/epide, n matpig/natpideg/motpide.

acc: Aapnado/Aapnadag/Aapnade, epv/eprdag/epide, matpida/natpidag/matpide.

gen: Aapnddog/Aapnadwv/Aapmnddory, epidog/epidnv/epidoty, natpidog/matpidwv/matpidory.
dat: AapnadvAapnaotv/Aapnddor, epidvepiov/epidoty, natpidvnatpiow/matpidorv.

VvOC: same as nominative case.

3) stems which end in avt, ovt.

yyavt, o6ovu, Apovt.

nom: o yiyag/yiyavteg/yiyavte, o 0600¢/080vtec/080vte, 0 Aéwv/AéovTeg/AéovTE.

acc: ylyavta/ylyavtag/ytyavie, 060via/o80vtag/od0vte, AEOVIo/AEOVTHG/AEOVTE.

gen: ylyavtog/yiyavtwv/ylyavtolv, 060viog/o0d0vimv/o60vToty, AEovTog/AedvVTmv/AeovToLy.
dat: ylyavtvyiyoow/ytyavtotv, o60vi/o60001v/0d0vVToly, AEOVIVAEOVOIV/AeGVTOLY

voc: same as nominative case with one exception with certain nouns, eg. Aéwv & Aéov.

4) stems which end in A, p (liquids): stems are: oA, 6np, pntop, puntep.

nom: o aAg/aAec/ale, o ONp/BNpec/Bnpe, 0 prITOP/pPrITOPEC/PNTOPE, | HNTNP/UNTEPEG/ UNTEPP

acc: aAa/alac/ale, Onpa/Onpag/Bnpe, pritopa/prTopPaC/pPTOPE, HNTEPK/UNTEPAG/ UNTEPE.

gen: aAo¢/aAwv/aAotv, Bnpog/Bnpwv/Bnpoty, prTopos/pnTopwv/pnTopoty, HNTPOG/HNTEPOV/LNTEPOLV.
dat: aAl/aAaiv/aioy, Onpi/Bnpoiv/Bnpoty, prtopl/prnTopctv/pntopoty, HNTPL/HNTPaCIY/ UNTEPOLY.



voc: same as nom with few exceptions, with p stem, when p is preceded by a short vowel and the word
is not accented on the last syllable, the voc. case does not change it, eg. pntep: primp/pntep, when the
last syllable is accented, the acc is the same as nom (with few exceptions,. matp natep,

5) stems which end in nasal v: stems are: EAAnv, nyepov, deA@uv.

nom: o EAANV/EAANveg/EAANVE, 0 NYEHOV/NYELOVEG/NYEHLOVE, 0 SeAQic/SeA@ivec/SeA@ive.

acc: 'EAAnva/EAANvag/EAANve, nyepova/nyeHOVaG/NyeHOVE, SeAQVO/OeAQLVOG/ SEAPLVE.

gen: 'EAANvo¢/EAAVeV/EAAVOLY, NlYELOVOG/NYELOVOV/TIYELOVOLY, SEAQIVOG/GeA@ivav/GeApivoty.
dat: ' EAANVVEAAnow/EAA VO, NyEROVYNYEPOOIV/NYEROVOLY, SEAPIVISEAPLOV/SEAPIVOLY.

voc: the same like the nom.

6) stems which end in vowels v, 1: moA, ov, v

nom: 1 MOAG/TOAEIG/MOAEL, 0/1 GLC//CLEG/CVE, O TINYXVLG/TITXELG/TTXEL.

acc: MOAV/TOAELY/TIOAEL, GLV/OVG/GULE, TINYLV/TIXELG/TTXEL.

gen: MOAEWC/MOAEMV/TIOAEOLY, GLOG/TVWV/CLOLV, TINXEWC/TNXEMV.

dat: moAe/noAeav/moAéoty, oui/ocvaiv/ovooLy, TIHXEVTTXEDLV.

voc: it similar to the nominative case except for the sing.: oAy, ov, nnyv.

7) stems which end in diphthongs (ev, av, ov): BaactAev, ypav, Bov

nom: o Baoiievg/BactAg/BaciAn, 1 ypavg/ypaeg/ypae, o/n Boug/Boég/Poe.

acc: faociiéa/BaoiAeag/Paotin, ypauy, ypaug, ypaeg, fouv/Boug/Poe.

gen: BaoAéwg/faciAénv/BaaiAéoty, ypadg/ypawv/ypaoty, Fooc/Bowv/Boor.

dat: faoiAev/Baoiievorv/BactAgory, ypatl/ypavov/ypaotv, oi/Bovoiv/Boory.

voc: BactAev, ypav, Bov, for thd plural and the dual, they are identical to the nominative case.

8) stems which end in vowels o, w: ne1fo, Npw

nom: 1 neo, 0 NPWG/NPWEGNPWE

acc: melw, Npw (NPwa)/MpPwg (NP®WHC)/MPWE.

gen: TelBoLG, NPWOG/MNPOOV/NPROOLV

dat: me1Bo, npwt (NPw)/MPWOIV/NPOOLV.

voc: same like above only the singular is different: meiBot.

9) stems which end in o:

AnpooBeveg, HpakAng, tpinpng.

nom: o Anpoofévng, o HpakAng, n tpupng/tpuppig/téinpet.
acc: AnpoaBévn, HpakAéa, tpupuv/tpipelg/tpinpetL.

gen: AnpooBévoug, HpakAéoug, Tptipoug/Tpurpwv/Tpinpory.
dat: AnpoacBével, HpakAel, Tpu)pel/Tpir|pecivIprpoty.

voc: 1pwpeg for voc. Sing.

Neuter nouns:

examples:

1) stems which end in a consonant. the stems are: COpAT, TEPAT, KPEXG, YEVEG.

Nom: T0 COUN/TOUATO/COHATE, TO TEPAG/TEPATH/TEPATE, TO KPEAG/KPEX, TO YEVOC/YEVI/YEVEL

acc: OOHO/COUATO/CONATE, TEPAG/TEPATO/TEPATE, KPEXG/KPED, YEVOG/YEVI/YEVEL.

gen: COUOTOG/CWUATOV/O®HUATOLY, TEPATOE/TEPATWV/TEPATOLY, KPEWG/KPEWY, YEVOLG/YEVWV/YEVOLY
dat: COUATVOOPACIV/X@HATOLY, TEPATUTEPACIV/TEPATOLV, KPEX/KPENTLY, YEVEVYEVEDTV/YEVOLV.
VOC: same as nom. case.



2) stem which end in v. aotv
nom: 10 OTL/AOTN/AOTEL
acc: aoTv/aoT/aoTel

gen: a0TENG/ HOTEDV/ACTEOLY
dat: aoTEVOOTECIV/AOTEOLY
VOC: same as nom. case.



